<EPA

Ui Sates A New Approach to Protecting Drinking
o Water and Public Health

EPA is seeking a new approach to expand public health protection for drinking water by going beyond
the traditional framework that addresses contaminants one at a time. The Agency is initiating a national
conversation to identify better ways to address contaminants in groups, improve drinking water
technology, and more effectively address potential risks to give Americans greater confidence in the
quality of their drinking water.

EPA will focus on four principles that will provide greater protection of drinking water. The four
principles are:

. Address contaminants as a groups rather than one at a time so that enhancement of drinking
water protection can be achieved cost-effectively.

. Foster development of new drinking water technologies to address health risks posed by a
broad array of contaminants.

. Use the authority of multiple statutes to help protect drinking water.

. Partner with states to share more complete data from monitoring at public water systems
(PWS).

The current approach to drinking water protection is focused on a detailed assessment of each individual
contaminant of concern and can take many years. This approach not only results in slow progress in
addressing unregulated contaminants but also fails to take advantage of strategies for enhancing health
protection cost-effectively, including advanced treatment technologies that address several contaminants
at once. The outlined vision seeks to use existing authorities to achieve greater protection more quickly
and cost-effectively.

EPA will engage the public and stakeholders, including utilities, rural communities, and states, in
developing the new approach. Over the next few months, the Agency will:

e Hold public meetings, webcasts, and use EPA’s website to seek input.

o Seek advice from the National Drinking Water Advisory Council.

o Consult with the Science Advisory Board’s Drinking Water Committee

e Host workshops on drinking water technologies.

The Agency plans to seek input on four major elements listed below.

1. Address contaminants as a groups rather than one at a time so that enhancement of
drinking water protection can be achieved cost-effectively.

o Engage stakeholders and the public to develop technical and procedural approaches to
group contaminants identify treatment technologies, and consider adverse health effects.
o As appropriate, use an approach that addresses groups of similar contaminants to develop

drinking water regulations.
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2. Foster development of new drinking water technologies to address health risks posed by a
broad array of contaminants.

Collaborate with universities, technology developers, and the private sector to develop
water- and energy-efficient treatment technologies that can reliably reduce health risks
and control the types of contaminants that confront utilities today and into the future.
Showcase field demonstrations of large and small water treatment systems that address a
broad suite of contaminants while providing safe drinking water at reasonable and
predictable costs in a sustainable fashion.

3. Use the authority of multiple statutes to help protect drinking water.

Use regulatory authority under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, Rodenticide Act
(FIFRA) and Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) to ensure that decisions made for new
and existing industrial chemicals are protective of drinking water and provide relevant
health effects and exposure data.

Use FIFRA registration actions to develop risk assessments, generate missing data, and
develop analytical methods to support the development of drinking water regulations.
Tighten FIFRA pesticide registration requirements when occurrence data approaches or
exceeds levels of concern.

More fully explore EPA’s chemical action plans being developed and implemented to
identify synergies that can help to improve and better understand drinking water quality.
This can provide the opportunity to regulate contaminants before they get into drinking
water.

4. Partner with states to develop shared access to all public water systems (PWS) monitoring

data.

Promote the use of advanced information technology to facilitate information and data
exchange capability between States and EPA.

Enhance compilation and analyses of PWS information to strengthen the review of
potential drinking water public health concerns without additional information collection
burden and requests on states.

Share powerful data analysis tools with states to target public health issues, program
oversight, compliance assistance, and enforcement to areas where risk to public health
may be high.

Implement a range of interactive communication tools to enable states, drinking water
industry, and consumers to learn more about their drinking water and get obtain timely
information about the quality of drinking water and performance of drinking water
systems.

By pursuing these actions, EPA aims to:

e Provide more robust public health protection in an open and transparent manner.

e Assist small communities to identify cost and energy efficient treatment technologies.

o Build consumer confidence by providing more efficient sustainable treatment technologies to
deliver safe water at a reasonable cost.
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
DRINKING WATER STRATEGY — CONTAMINANTS AS A GROUP PROCESS

US EPA East Room 2123
1201 Constitution Ave. N.W.
Washington, DC 20460
June 7, 2010
PROPOSED AGENDA

Meeting Objectives/Desired OQutcomes:

e Provide brief overview of the Drinking Water Strategy and the Administrator’s four
principles for strengthening the implementation of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

¢ Discuss what EPA plans to accomplish by fall 2010, learn about and provide input on the
proposed stakeholder outreach process for addressing contaminants as a group, share
ideas about questions to consider as EPA develops the framework for addressing
contaminants as a group, and hear/discuss additional questions from participants.

e Plan next steps.

1.00-1:30 Informal gathering [please bring photo id and arrive early to go through
security]

1:30-1:45 Welcome, Introductions, Meeting Objectives and Agenda
Objectives:

e Participant introductions
e Review desired outcomes, agenda and materials for this meeting

Gail Bingham, President Emeritus, RESOLVE, facilitator

Advance materials: Proposed agenda

1:45-2:15 Introduction to the Drinking Water Strateqy
Objective:
¢ Provide brief overview of the Drinking Water Strategy and the Administrator’s
four principles for strengthening the implementation of the Safe Drinking Water
Act
e Address specific principle of approaching contaminants as a groups rather
than one at a time

Advance materials: Drinking Water Strategy fact sheet, Administrator Jackson’s
AMWA speech

Overview Presentation [10-15 min]
Cynthia Dougherty, Director, Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water

General Questions and Answers [10-15 min]

2:15-4:00 Stakeholder Outreach Process for Addressing Contaminants as Groups
w/15 min break Obijectives:




4:00-4:30

o Discuss what EPA plans to accomplish by fall 2010 and present overarching
guestions identified by EPA

e Provide overview of and gather input on the proposed stakeholder outreach
process (i.e., overall objective, proposed elements/activities, timetable, etc)

o Obtain feedback on how to get the appropriate stakeholders involved eatrly in
the process

¢ Discuss more specifics about the potential opportunities for listening sessions,
approach to the web dialogue, expert workshop(s), and fall stakeholder
meeting.

o Discuss additional questions participants suggest be addressed during the
stakeholder outreach process and how to stage the questions for each
outreach activity on the process map

Advance materials: Overarching questions identified by EPA, Process map

Overview Presentation [20 min]
Pamela Barr, Director, Standard and Risk Management Division, Office of
Ground Water and Drinking Water
Eric Burneson, Chief, Targeting and Analysis Branch, Office of Ground Water
and Drinking Water
Wynne Miller, Associate Chief, Targeting and Analysis Branch, Office of
Ground Water and Drinking Water

Clarification Questions and Discussion [70 min]

Questions about Process Objectives

» Are there any clarification questions about EPA’s overarching questions?

= Are there additional questions participants would like to suggest be included in
the stakeholder outreach process?

» Are there any concerns related to what EPA plans to accomplish by fall 20107

Questions about Process Implementation

» Any clarification questions related to the stakeholder outreach process map?

» How do we best encourage participation from stakeholders that are not our
traditional stakeholders?

= Are there questions that may be more appropriate in certain outreach
activities?

»  What other meetings are planned for this summer that would provide a good
opportunity to hold a “listening session”?

» How can we make the best use of web dialogue?

»  What are your thoughts about how to organize the expert consultations (e.g.
as panels at the stakeholder meeting, using expert workshops, or another
approach)? On what questions or topics might expert consultation be useful,
and who are individuals with expertise on these topics?

= Do you have suggestions on how to organize the fall stakeholder meeting to
have a balanced discussion about the overarching questions?

»  What other suggestions do you have for strengthening the stakeholder
outreach process overall?

Wrap Up and Next Steps




Process Map — Proposed Sequence of Events for the Stakeholder Outreach for “Contaminant Groups” Effort

MAY 2010

| JUNE 2010

| JULY 2010

AUGUST 2010

| SEPTEMBER 2010

OCTOBER 2010 |

NOVEMBER 2010

DECEMBER 2010

Step 1 - Plan outreach efforts. Get stakeholder perspectives on
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on potential approaches.
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Step 3 — Begin developing Approach Framework and ID Potential Groups
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