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DATE: 
March 15, 2005

SUBJECT:
Nomination for the Science Advisory Board (SAB) Arsenic Review Panel

The National Rural Water Association (NRWA), a non-profit community-based environmental organization of 22,147 rural and small communities – would like to nominate Dr. Steven H. Lamm, M.D., D.T.P.H. as an expert for the Science Advisory Board (SAB) Arsenic Review Panel [FR: February 23, 2005 (Vol. 70, Number 35) pp. 8803-8804, EPA, FRL-7876-3].

NRWA has particular interest in the understanding and assessment of the environmental and public health science of arsenic because the impact of the EPA drinking water rule for arsenic primarily affects small communities.  That arsenic rule would require nearly 4,000 communities to reduce arsenic concentrations.  Most all of these communities are small (under 10,000 population) with very limited economies of scale and ability to afford compliance.  The current EPA rule will likely require thousands of small towns to spend hundreds of thousands to millions of dollars to make trace reductions in arsenic concentrations in their drinking water.  It will likely more than double water rates in many small communities.  Consumer advocates have documented that such precipitous rate increases often threaten consumers' ability to pay for water service and other public health necessities (especially low-income consumers).  A researcher who has studied the problem for the U.S. Census Bureau concluded that one-third of households with incomes below $10,000 per year were unable to meet at least one basic need (rent, utilities, food, medical care).  In a later study, the same researcher concluded, "about 1 person in 5 lived in a household that had at least one difficulty meeting basic needs. These included households that didn't pay utility bills, didn't pay mortgage or rent, needed to see the doctor or dentist but didn't go, had telephone or utility service shut off, were evicted, didn't get enough to eat, or otherwise didn't meet essential expenses."  Thus, you can see our interest and concern about the arsenic risk assessment.

The EPA arsenic rule has a disproportionate impact on rural low-come household because most communities out of compliance will be rural, rural communities tend to have lower median household incomes, and rural communities tend to have higher percentages of households living below poverty thresholds.  NRWA wants to ensure that the understating of the public health risks of particular concentrations of naturally occurring arsenic in public drinking water are properly understood and applied in making public policy to ensure that low-income and rural consumers and communities are not harmed. 

While we have not employed Dr. Lamm as a consultant or a researcher, we have had the opportunity to hear Dr. Lamm describe the literature on arsenic that underlies the EPA arsenic drinking water standard.  In particular, he has spoken to the conferences of our members in New Mexico and was the keynote speaker at the “Arsenic and the Old West” conference held in Nebraska by the associated mayors of Republican Valley.  It appears to small communities that Dr. Lamm is a foremost scientific expert on understanding of health effects from arsenic.  We were impressed by his balanced presentation of the studies and his willingness to explore the inconsistencies in their analyses.  He is an eminently credentialed scientist with numerous published studies, affiliations with the School of Hygiene and Public Health of Johns Hopkins University, the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, and Georgetown University Medical School - a known expert recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court as a expert being able to provide expert testimony in this area, a pediatrician, an epidemiologists, etc.

Dr. Lamm has conducted research on the health effects of arsenic for both the U.S. government and U.S. industries.  He is known internationally for his research work on arsenic health effects which includes studies from Taiwan, Inner Mongolia, and the United States.  We believe that he would bring to the panel a broad background in the assessment of risk from occupational and environmental exposures to chemicals.  His depth of experience in arsenic is matched with that of other chemicals in the environment, including benzene and perchlorate.  His areas of concern have included cancer and reproductive risks, the risks to pregnant women, their fetuses, and their children.

We believe that Dr. Lamm would be a major asset for your panel and recommend him to you.  

We are pleased that the Science Advisory Board is having an arsenic review panel and we urge you to include Dr. Lamm on your panel of experts. 
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