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The Regulatory Committee is a standing panel of NRWA board members and state association executive
directors that recommends federal policy positions. Currently, the committee is chaired by the Rural Water
Association of Utah’s national director, Paul Fulgham, who is Public Works Director of Tremonton City, Utah.
Much of the committee agenda over the last six months has been dictated by the election of President Trump.
The new President has been very busy enacting new federal environmental policies, mainly through Executive
Orders and appointing the new Administrator, Scott Pruitt. Since the beginning of 2017, Chairman Fulgham has
convened monthly Committee meetings (via online conferences), and adopted the following policy initiatives:
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Steve Fletcher (Illinois)

Dennis Sternberg (Arkansas)

Brian Macmanus (Texas)

U.S. House of Representatives
May 19, 2017

U.S. Senate
March 28, 2017

U.S. House of Representatives
July 17, 2017

“We urge you to allow local
governments the authority to
choose when to merge,
consolidate or enter into any
type of private partnership.”

“Small and rural communities
have a much more challenging
time complying with federal
permits due to the lack of
technical resources.”

“While we have fewer
resources, we are regulated in
the exact same manner as a
large community.”

Kirby Mayfield (Mississippi)

Mike McNulty (West Virginia)

Robert Moore (Oklahoma)

U.S. House of Representatives
October 22, 2015

U.S. Senate
February 8, 2017

U.S. Senate
April 7, 2016

“Local officials will confide in
their peers more than a
regulator or consultant, and
more open to modify practices
from peer suggestions.”

“Rural water infrastructure
development has been the
engine of economic
development in rural
communities.”

“Our communities have the
very important public
responsibility of supplying the
public with safe water every
second of every day.”

NRWA Advocacy Saving You Money
$590,000,000 – Senator Gillibrand Amendment to Extend UCMR to All
Rejected Senate amendment to extend EPA unregulated monitoring to all public water
systems. NRWA provided a technical analysis of the amendment to the U.S. Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee, upon request, on September 12th.
Calculating – Risk Management Plan
In January 2017, the White House Freezes 30 federal rules including EPA's rule updating its
Risk Management Programs (RMP) facility safety regulation. NRWA is lobbying against the
proposed EPA changes.
Recent NRWA Action and “Potential Cost Savings”:
 Waters of the U.S. Rule (The final rule was stayed by the U.S. Circuit Court in October,
2015. NRWA is filing a motion in the U.S. Circuit Court to repeal the rule).
 Federal Storage Tanks Regulation (An EPA proposal was made in November, 2014).

EPA Public Release of Water Utility Data (In 2015, EPA proposed making water plant
location data available on the internet. NRWA is lobbying against the release).
$5,000,000,000 – Strontium Rule
In December 2015, EPA delayed any final decision on a regulation for strontium. NRWA
urged EPA to rewrite the proposed rule because it did not include any affordable compliance
option for small and rural communities.
$2,200,000,000 – Perchlorate Rule
In February 2016, an environmental group sued EPA for missing the compliance date for
finalizing a new rule for perchlorate. NRWA has urged EPA to reverse its 2011 decision to
craft a regulation and re-affirm the EPA’s 2008 decision not to regulate perchlorate.
$126,000,000 (annually) – Consumer Confidence Reports
In 2012, NRWA advocated for the e-delivery of CCRs. Following a supportive vote in the
U.S. Senate, the EPA granted the option which will save millions of dollars each year.
$25,678,187 (annually) – Revised Total Coliform Rule
In 2006, NRWA was selected for the federal committee to craft the new TCR. This figure
represents the savings for not having to mail notices of violation for the TCR. The benefit of
not having to send misleading public notices to the public is “priceless.”
$11,550,871,000 – Retain Section 1926(b) Protection
In 2013, NRWA successfully opposed Congressional efforts to change this core protection
for water service areas. This figure is the total USDA debt that is protected by 1926(b).
$146,629,000 – Non-regulatory Cybersecurity Policy
Currently, NRWA is lobbying to stop legislation and new regulations mandating that water
utilities adopt a federal cyber-security plan. This cost estimate is based on what it would
cost for a consultant to implement such a plan in every small community water system.
$3,000,000,000 – The Community Fire Safety Act 2013
In 2013, NRWA supported legislation to exempt fire hydrants from new lead standards which
would have required the scrapping of already purchased fire hydrants.
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