
Drinking water regulatory requirements affecting small drinking water systems have steadily increased 
since enactment of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) in 1974. Not only has the number of 
regulated contaminants increased, but regulations have also increased in complexity. As a new 
regulation is implemented by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), small water 
systems face a compounding effect. That is, compliance with one particular regulation may be much 
more difficult as a result of one or more prior regulations, or one or more future regulations. 
 
Currently, National Primary Drinking Water Regulations (NPDWRs) are set for 92 contaminants. 
These include turbidity, 8 microbials or indicator organisms, 4 radionuclides, 19 inorganic 
contaminants, and 60 organic contaminants. Maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) have been set for 
83 contaminants and 9 contaminants have treatment technique requirements. MCLs and treatment 
technique requirements are enforceable by USEPA, whereas maximum contaminant level goals 
(MCLGs) are not.  Secondary standards are recommended for 15 contaminants to ensure the aesthetic 
quality of drinking water, although a few states have adopted them as enforceable standards. 
 
Existing rules affecting small systems intended to control microbial risks include: 

• Total Coliform Rule (TCR) 
• Surface Water Treatment Rule (SWTR) 
• Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR) 
• Filter Backwash Recycle Rule (FBRR) 

 
Existing rules intended to control chemical risks include: 

• National Interim Primary Drinking Water Regulations (NIPDWRs) 
• Fluoride Rule 
• Volatile Organic Chemicals (Phase 1) (VOCs) 
• Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) 
• Synthetic Organic Chemicals and Inorganic Chemicals (Phase II) (SOCs & IOCs) 
• SOCs & IOCs (Phase V) 
• Stage 1 Disinfectants/Disinfection Byproducts Rule (D/DBPR) 
• Radionuclides 
• Consumer Confidence Reporting (CCR) Rule 
• Public Notification (PN) Rule 
• Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR) 

 
USEPA currently in the process of developing or implementing new regulations as required by the 
SDWA. Future rules intended to control microbial risks include: 

• Long-Term 1 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (LT1ESWTR) 
• Long-Term 2 ESWTR 
• Ground Water Rule (GWR) 

 
Rules intended to control chemical risks include: 

• Arsenic 
• Radon 
• Stage 2 Disinfection Byproducts (DBPs) 
• NPDWR Revisions 
• Drinking Water Candidate Contaminant List (DWCCL) 



CWS = Community Water System: A public water system that supplies water to the same population year-round. 
NTNCWS = Non-Transient Non-Community Water System: A public water system that regularly supplies water to at least 
25 of the same people at least six months per year, but not year-round. Some examples are schools, factories, office 
buildings, and hospitals, which have their own water systems. 
TNCWS = Transient Non-Community Water System: A public water system that provides water in a place such as a gas 
station or campground where people do not remain for long periods of time. 
 

 

 



 


